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COSMOPOLITAN 
CONDOMINIUMS

WRITTEN BY ASHLEY CARTMEL

PHOTOGRAPHY BY JEREMY BITTERMAN

Located between two urban parks in 

northwest Portland’s Pearl District, the 

Cosmopolitan is the tallest residential 

building in the city. While much of the Pearl’s 

character is tied to its historic warehouses, the 

northernmost blocks of the district reflect a newer 

influx of development. 

Given the prominent location, Bora Architects' 

design affords views of the Willamette River, the 

Cascade Mountains, and downtown Portland, 

where the iconic tower celebrates its site and marks 

the North end of the city. 

The design team envisioned a tower and podium 

united as one cohesive mass, clad entirely in high-
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performance glazing, whose 

materiality and presence would 

read seamlessly from the street to 

the sky. 

They placed the tower at the 

southwest corner of the site to 

mitigate shading on the adjacent 

parks and to avoid obstructing 

access to sunlight or views from 

surrounding buildings. The four-

story podium conceals above-

grade parking with residential 

and retail units, as soil conditions 

made underground parking 

infeasible. 

A community room, guest 

suites, and fitness room spill out 

into the private, centrally located 

roof garden, which is inlaid into 

the top of the podium. Functioning 

as a “commons" for residents, the 

garden incorporates geometric 

angles formed by paths and 

planters that play off the building 
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and draw community members 

to central gathering spaces, 

where informal meetings or 

planned gatherings are equally 

accommodated.

The building’s mirror-like glass 

skin ensures a light and bright 

structure that plays off Portland’s 

atmospheric skies. Rather than 

creating a “top” for the tower, they 

allowed the building massing to 

erode at the roof level, dissolving 

into the sky.  Exterior spaces such 

as decks, building entries, and 

ground-level covered areas are 

“carved” into the glass façade 

and clad in contrasting cement 

planks that recall the nearby park 

boardwalk. Conceptually, they 

used the inset decks to split the 

already-slender form into four 

parts, further reducing the visual 

weight of the building. These 

vertically aligned outdoor rooms 

fracture the overall tower massing 

and subtly shift the crystalline 

planes, changing the building 

expression as it rises while 

offering residents multiple corner 

views.

The Cosmopolitan makes a 

strong urban statement. While it 

stands out in its verticality, Bora 

wanted to do more than place 

a large object in the midst of 

Northwest Portland. Abundant 

open space surrounds the site, 

affording ample breathing room. 

Coupled with their fidelity to a 

clear, unencumbered massing 
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Bora Architects

720 SW Washington, Suite 800

Portland, OR 97205

p: 503-226-1575

info@bora.co

www.bora.co

How to Add Value to Your Next Condominium Project?
Bora is recognized for its emphasis on beauty, craft and innovative functionality.

diagram, this residential high-rise emerges 

gracefully and sits lightly an aesthetic delight to 

residents, neighbors, and the city at large.

Context

The Cosmopolitan Condominiums is part of 

the 45-block North Pearl District Masterplan, 

designed by Bora in 2006, which establishes the 

character, density, and planning principals for 

the development of over 3,300,000 square feet of 

residential, commercial, and cultural space.

It is also one of five multi-family buildings that 

Bora designed (four condominium towers and one 

market-rate apartment complex), with active retail 

and urban amenities at  their base that surround 

Fields Park in Portland’s North Pearl District 

neighborhood.

The Metropolitan Condominiums:

380,000 sf / 19 stories / 2007

The Encore Condominiums:

240,000 sf / 16 stories / 2009

The Block 17 Apartments:

350,000 sf / 16 stories / 2015 

The Cosmopolitan Condominiums:

353,000 sf / 28 stories / 2016

The Vista Pearl:

350,000 sf / 21 stories / 2018
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